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Radical and dogmatic interpretations of Islam have gained ground in recent years in many Muslim societies via

extensive Islamist networks spanning the Muslim world and the Muslim diaspora communities of North America

and Europe. Although a majority throughout the Muslim world, moderates have not developed similar networks to

amplify their message and to provide protection from violence and intimidation. With considerable experience

fostering networks of people committed to free and democratic ideas during the Cold War, the United States has a

critical role to play in leveling the playing field for Muslim moderates. The authors derive lessons from the U.S. and

allied Cold War network-building experience, determine their applicability to the current situation in the Muslim

world, assess the effectiveness of U.S. government programs of engagement with the Muslim world, and develop a

“road map” to foster the construction of moderate Muslim networks. 
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Share this resource with a friend or colleague. 

Free, downloadable PDF file(s) are available below.

 Full Document 

(File size 1.1 MB, 4 minutes modem, < 1 minute broadband) 

 Summary Only 

(File size 0.2 MB, < 1 minute modem, < 1 minute broadband) 

RAND makes an electronic version of this document available for free as a public service. If you find this

information valuable, please consider purchasing a paper copy of the full document to help support RAND

research. 

 UseAdobe Acrobat Readerversion 7.0 or higher for the best experience.  
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